
RE: Klukwan School 

Subject: RE: Klukwan School 
Date: Mon, 24 Nov 2003 13:59:11 -0900 

From: Cheryl Stickler a s t i c  kler 0 chathamsd.org> 
To: Dan Bockhorst <dan-bockhorst @dced.state.ak.us> 

CC: "Connie A. Newman" Ccnewman @chathamsd.org> 

The s tudent  capac i ty  of our  bu i ld ing  i s  est imated t o  be around 5 0  s tuden t s .  I f  more 
concre te  numbers are necessary,  I'll need t o  contac t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  who designed t h e  
bu i ld ing .  A t  one t i m e  i n  t h e  80s,  t h e r e  w e r e  52-55 s tuden t s  en ro l l ed  i n  Klukwan, and 
they w e r e  forced  t o  u t i l i z e  s to rage  rooms and o f f i c e s  f o r  classroom space.  

It i s  f i n e  with m e  t o  inc lude  my le t ter  i n  t h e  record .  Our l e g i s l a t o r s  need t o  
understand t h a t  t h e r e  i s  more t o  cons ider  than m e r e  d o l l a r s  when addressing our  
Alaskan c h i l d r e n ' s  educat ion needs.  

Las t ly ,  it may be an ove r s igh t ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  see an a t t ached  l e t t e r .  ( ? )  I 
apprec ia t e  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  subscr ibe  t o  t h e  Boundary Commission l i s t .  

Thank you f o r  shar ing  information wi th  u s .  

Cheryl 

> _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
> From: Dan Bockhors t 
1 Sent:  Monday, November 24,  2003 12:21 PM 
> To: Cheryl S t i c k l e r  
> Cc: Connie A .  Newman 
> Subject: R e :  Klukwan School 

> M s .  S t r i c k l e r :  Thanks f o r  your  prompt and thoughtful  response.  There was one 
o t h e r  ques t ion  t h a t  I neglec ted  t o  a sk .  Would you please t e l l  m e  the  capac i ty  of  the  
Klukwan School i n  t e r m s  o f  enrollment ( i . e . ,  how many s tudent  w i l l  t he  b u i l d i n g  
accommodate) ? 

> I understand the  d e s i r e  on the  part  of  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  t o  have input  on any 
dec is ion  t h a t  might a f f e c t  t h e i r  schools .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  no specific 
proposa ls  f o r  consol ida t ion  of  any schools ,  inc luding  the  one a t  Klukwan. The 
l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  r e v i e w  of school consol ida t ion  i s s u e s  w a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  
t h e  l e t te r  t h a t  I s e n t  t o  you t h i s  morning. To provide  you with f u r t h e r  information 
regard ing  t h e  mat te r ,  I a m  a t t a c h i n g  a l e t t e r  from t h e  Chair  of  t he  Local Boundary 
Commission and the  Commissioner of  t h e  Department of Education and Ear ly  Development. 
That l e t te r  is addressed t o  the  Executive Direc tor  of  t he  Alaska Municipal L e a g u e ,  
b u t  s i m i l a r  l e t te rs  w e r e  s e n t  t o  a l l  school d i s t r i c t  super in tendents  and p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r s  of 
> school boards i n  Alaska.  

> A s  f u r t h e r  information and m a t e r i a l s  a r e  developed regard ing  t h i s  mat te r ,  i t  w i l l  
be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  p u b l i c .  One way t o  keep informed about t h i s  ma t t e r  is t o  
subscribe t o  the  Local Boundary Commission> '> s public  n o t i c e  s e r v i c e .  There is no 
charge f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e .  You m a y  subscribe a t  

> __ http://list.state.ak.us/guest/RemoteLi~t~u~ary~DC~D-Local~ou~~a~yCo~~~io~~ist -. - 

> Thanks again f o r  your  comments. A s  you w i l l  n o t e  from the  a t tached  le t te r ,  t h e  
Chair  of t he  Commission and the  Commissioner of t he  Department of  Education and Ea r ly  
Developing a r e  i n v i t i n g  comments f o r  t he  record regard ing  consol ida t ion .  P l ease  
adv i se  m e  i f  you would l i k e  m e  t o  inc lude  your e a r l i e r  e-mail i n  the  record?  
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> Cheryl Stickler wrote: 
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RE: Klukwan School 

> > Dear M r .  Bockhors t ,  
> > I ' m  sorry I m i s s e d  y o u r  c a l l  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  I ' m  u s u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  the 
o f f i c e  d u r i n g  the a f t e r n o o n s  ( I  t e a c h  a.m. c l a s s e s ) ,  b u t  was i n  meetings the d a y  you  
c a l l e d .  

> > Debra was a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t  about  e m a i l .  I t ' s  the best .  

> > The Klukwan School was b u i l t  i n  1985 and our  c u r r e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  i s  4 0  s t u d e n t s .  
W e  serve pre - schoo l  s t u d e n t s  3 days /wk ,  and on t h o s e  days  we have  4 2  s t u d e n t s .  O f  
the 4 0  s t u d e n t s ,  29 live i n  the Haines  Borough and 11 a r e  f r o m  Klukwan. O f  the 2 
pre - schoo l  s t u d e n t s ,  1 J ives  i n  the Haines Borough and 1 l ives  i n  Klukwan. W e  have  4 
s t u d e n t s  on a w a i t i n g  l i s t  f o r  b u s  space  ( o u r  b u s  h o l d s  18  children) - hence the 
w a i t i n g  l i s t .  The d e c i s i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  a b u s  was made a f t e r  many p a r e n t  r e q u e s t s  f o r  
their children t o  have  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  have  an e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  i s  c u l t u r a l l y  
r e 1  e v a n t  . 

> > There a r e  a f e w  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  the appeal o f  the Klukwan s e t t i n g :  1 )  i t  
i s  s m a l l e r  and s t u d e n t s  receive i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  i n s t r u c t i o n ;  2 )  the T l i n g i t  
l anguage /cu l  t u r e  program i s  i n t e g r a t e d  throughout  o u r  school  d a y  and helps  u s  work 
toward o u r  m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  l o c a l  h e r i t a g e  language  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  
e f f o r t s ;  3 )  some s t u d e n t s  do  n o t  f i n d  s u c c e s s  i n  l a r g e r  schoo l  se t t ings,  b u t  thrive 
i n  a system t h a t  i s  smal l  enough t o  m e e t  the needs of each  and every c h i l d ;  4 )  due t o  
the v i l l a g e ' s >  r e l i a n c e  on t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  and mores ,  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  work i n  an env ironment  t h a t  reinforces r e s p e c t  f o r  elders, respect f o r  
p e e r s ,  and respect f o r  the env i ronmen t .  Paren t s  who send their c h i l d r e n  t o  th i s  
school a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  

> > F i n a l l y ,  n o t  knowing how the p r o c e s s  f o r  th i s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  w i l l  p r o g r e s s ,  i t  i s  
v i t a l  f o r  you t o  be aware t h a t  community members  must have  i n p u t  on the d e c i s i o n .  I f  
the S t a t e  b e g i n s  t h i n k i n g  about  l inking the Klukwan School w i t h  the Haines Borough 
School D i s t r i c t ,  c e r t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  need t o  be a d d r e s s e d .  Klukwan i s  n o t  p a r t  
o f  the Haines  Borough. I t  i s  a f e d e r a l l y  r ecogn i zed  tr ibe and i t s  l a n d  i s  h e l d  i n  
t r u s t  w i t h  the f e d e r a l  government.  There i s  a s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  between 
Klukwan and Haines  t h a t  th is  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  e f f o r t  may re -open .  

> > A s  f o r  the Chatham School D i s t r i c t  and the Haines Borough School D i s t r i c t ,  we 
have  been e d u c a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s  f o r  the f a m i l i e s  i n  our  v a l l e y  f o r  many y e a r s .  I f e e l  
we a r e  b u i l d i n g  a communication b r i d g e  w h i c h  a l l o w s  u s  t o  work together f o r  o u r  
communi t ies '  f a m i l i e s .  I a p p r e c i a t e  working w i t h  o u r  t w o  d i s t r i c t s '  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  
and regard  t h e m  h i g h l y .  

> > I would a p p r e c i a t e  more i n f o r m a t i o n  regard ing  t h i s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  e f f o r t  and the 
o p t i o n s  t h a t  may be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Klukwan Schoo l .  

> > Sincerely, 
> > Cheryl S t ick ler  

> > cc: Connie A .  Newman. S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  Chatham School D i s t r i c t  

> > > From:  Dan Bockhors t  
> > > Sent: Monday, November 2 4 ,  2003 6:31  AM 
> > > To:  Cheryl S t i c k : l e r  
> > > S u b j e c t :  Klukwan School 

> > > < < F i l e :  110603 Sena tor  Wilken -- i n t e n t . p d f > >  
> > > M s .  S t i c k l e r :  I serve a s  s t a f f  t o  the A laska  Local Boundary 
> > > Commission. The 2003 A laska  L e g i s l a t u r e  d i r e c t e d  the Local Boundary 
> > > Commission and the Department o f  Educat ion  and E a r l y  Development t o  
> > > a d d r e s s  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  schoo l  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  A t tached  i s  a copy  o f  
> > > a l e t t e r  f rom S t a t e  S e n a t o r  Gary Wilken dated  November 6 ,  2003, 
> > > o u t l i n i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  the l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i v e .  

> > > I have  spoken  w i t h  Debra Schnabel about  the m a t t e r .  She sugges t ed  t h a t  

> >  

> >  

> >  

> >  

> >  

> >  

> >  

> >  

> > > _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -  

> > >  

> > >  
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RE: Klukwan School 

> > > I a l s o  speak  t o  y o u .  I t r i e d  c a l l i n g  you  on F r i d a y ,  b u t  you  w e r e  
> > > u n a v a i l a b l e .  Debra sugges t ed  t h a t  I try c o n t a c t i n g  you  by f a x  o r  
> > > e - m a i l .  I would a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  you would answer the f o l l o w i n g  
> > > q u e s t i o n s :  

> > > When was the c u r r e n t  Klukwan School b u i l t ?  
> > > What i s  the c u r r e n t  enro l lmen t  a t  the Klukwan School? 
> > > How many of the s t u d e n t s  c u r r e n t l y  enrolled a t  the Klukwan School l i v e  
> > > i n  the Haines Borough? 
> > > How many s t u d e n t s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  on the w a i t i n g  l i s t  t o  a t t e n d  the> 
> > > Klukwan Schoo l .  
> > > Of those on the w a i t i n g  l i s t ,  how many a r e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  the Haines 
> > > Borough? 
> > > T o  what do you  a t t r i b u t e  the p o p u l a r i t y  o f  the Klukwan School? 

> > >  

> > >  
> > >  
> > >  
> > >  
> > >  
> 
> 
> 
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